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word of anybody, with the exception of the Catons and
of her husband; she certainly has reason in that quarter
after the treatment she has received at his hands.

FEBRUARY 13

Father had a private audience of the King to-day. I
accompanied him as I always do. To our amazement
when we were ushered into the presence, Madame du
Cayla was present and did not retire; she seems to hold
absolute sway over him. He actually appealed to her
for her opinion on matters political which she certainly
had no knowledge of.

Driving home father expressed his disgust, and said
it was high time he abdicated if he was governed by a
woman. It has always been the same thing with the
Bourbons; in their old age some intriguing woman has
governed them.

Very cold: if the frost holds we will have skating to-
morrow.

FEBRUARY 15

I have been skating the last two days on the Petit Lac....

FEBRUARY 17

Katinka Galitzin was married to-day to Caumont la
Force. The contract for the marriage was signed last
night. A great crush, splendid corbeille de manage.
The family jewels, which are those of the Due de la Force,
magnificent. There were two ceremonies, a Russian
one in the Chapel of the Embassy, and the Catholic one
at St. Pierre de Challiot. I was present at both. I will
miss her very much as we were really such good friends.
I will always have a soft spot in my heart for her,

FEBRUARYS

There are extraordinary accounts, about his Most
Gracious Majesty King George the Fourth, from England,ing part in it. I suppose I have sown about
